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Meeting Minutes

Date & Time: Tuesday, October 9, 2018

Location: Colonial Oaks Firehouse

Facilitator: Commissioner Bowne

Scribe: Linda Nicholas

Meeting Objective: Monthly Meeting

Attendees: Status (Present / Absent)

Commissioner Edward Bowne Present

Commissioner Thomas Duffy Present

Commissioner Ryan Fenstermaker Absent

Commissioner Scott Miller Present

Commissioner David Wood Present

MINUTES / NOTES

Meeting called to order at 19:32 by Commissioner Bowne.

Pledge of Allegiance was recited by all.

Commissioner Bowne read the Open Public Meeting Act as follows:

THIS MEETING IS BEING HELD IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE REQUIREMENTS OF THE OPEN PUBLIC
MEETING ACT (L.1975, C.231, S.3-D) AND PURSUANT THERETO, A SCHEDULE OF REGULAR
MEETINGS WAS ADOPTED AT THE MEETING OF MARCH 13, 2018, WHICH SCHEDULE WAS FILED
WITH THE MUNICIPAL CLERK, PROVIDED TO THE HOME NEWS TRIBUNE AND THE SENTINEL, AS
WELL AS POSTED IN THE MUNICIPAL BUILDING.

Commissioner Bowne indicated where the emergency exits are located.

Roll call was taken. Members from the Construction board of the Riva Ave Project were in attendance, so the
order of the meeting was moved around to accommodate all.

PROFESSIONAL REPORTS
Chiefs Report (reported by Kevin Umbach)

• There were 11 fire calls for the month of September.

• Hoses and scot packs were ordered. Bills for these items will be in sometime this month.

• The Chief handed the Commissioners his proposed budget and expenses for the coming year. There
are two big items he would like to include in his purchases next year. One is to start purchasing new
portable radios since their current radios are becoming obsolete and the other is a small style fiend unit
like a Polaris to help with brush fires and the events they have to cover in town such as firework events

and the county fair.

• Commissioner Bowne asked that these items be reviewed further during Novembers Budget meeting.
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Engineers Report (reported by Ken Skalla)
• Replaced all hard-suction line/retention lines
• #901 – use 6 batteries and 1 starter because of the electrical problems at the new fire house. This was

an unexpected expense. Also getting a new strobe for the front of this vehicle as it is burned out.
• #904 – Another halogen light is reported to be burned out on the light tower. It is the 4th light out on this

vehicle since they owned it. This light will be replaced shortly.
• #908 – scheduled for warranty work on November 1st at the Chevy dealer.
• #909 – having some problems with tires. It was inspected by Ford and they stated the rear suspension

is not stiff enough to hold the weight which is causing the issues. The Assistant Chief has checked up
on that and went to Perth Amboy Spring, an outdoor course. They are going to replace the rear end
with heavier springs. Total cost will be around $888.00 to take the rear end suspension apart and put it
back together. Tires will also have to be replaced at the same time.

• Included is a list of unusable items.
• (see attached report for remaining items not listed above).
• Commissioner Miller handed Ken two vehicle registrations.

Commissioner Miller made a motion to spend up to $1,400.00 to beef up the rear suspension on #909 and get
better tires. Commissioner Duffy seconded the motion. All were in favor; it was so moved.

PUBLIC PORTION
Mike Duffy, Vice President of the Brookview Fire Company stepped forward with the request for the Budget for
2019. It included the Fire Protection agreement. It is a 2% adjustment to this agreement. This was handed
over to the Commissioners.

Public meeting ended and went into an Executive Session to discuss the Riva Ave. Project.

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEES
Riva Avenue Project

• Commissioners and Construction board met to discuss the remaining items to be completed along with

the remaining schedule.

A motion was made by Commissioner Miller to pay $9,098.79 related to RFC #62. Commissioner Duffy
seconded that motion. All were in favor; it was so moved.

CORRESPONDENCE (reported by Commissioner Miller)
• A registration renewal request came in for the 2016 Pierce – given to Christine Gerbereux

• Received an email from Nanette Perry dated 9/24/18 regarding a meeting she attended regarding
legislation that was passed. This new legislation will have an impact on fire house elections. County
Clerk will have to mail out all ballots for all elections.

LOSAP
• Nothing to report this month

INSURANCE (reported by Commissioner Duffy)
• Christine presented the list of firehouse members to Commissioner Duffy. She checked with him to see

who should be added and who should be removed from the policy.

• Commissioner Duffy will talk to the Insurance rep tomorrow regarding new policies and better rates.
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• Insurance checks for #903 were all handled incorrectly. Checks are being stopped and returned and
checks will be redistributed properly.

TREASURY REPORT (reported by Commissioner Wood)
Received CC3 Form – our tax ratables went up $1,451.00.

Beginning balance in account as of 9/17/18 including an interest income of $455.09 the balance was
$690,873.63. After a 3rd quarter deposit from tax revenue of $199,914.50 and tonight’s disbursements, the
balance is $763,150.12.

(See attached reports for the breakdown of payments/disbursements)

Commissioner Wood reviewed the audit and answered the two questions that were asked.
1. How much do we have in future capital outlay - $55,000 at the end of 2017. To use this a special

meeting has to happen or an entry on the ballot needs to be entered.

2. How much is in our surplus - $204,857.00 at the end of 2017. Commissioner Wood to find out from
Attorney Braslow how much of a surplus they need to have in their budget.

Commissioner Duffy made a motion to pay the bills. Commissioner Miller seconded the motion. All were in
favor; it was so moved.

OLD BUSINESS:

• Nothing to report.

NEW

• Nothing to report.

Commissioner Bowne made a motion to end the meeting. Commissioner Duffy seconded the motion. All were
in favor.

Meeting adjourned at 22:10.

# Action Item Lead
Resource

Target Date Priority Comments

1 Insurance policy to be updated with
member list

Chris
Gerbereux

ASAP Medium

2

Items / Issues to Discuss at a Later Time (Parking Lot):
# Description
1 2019 Budget presented by Chief Umbach

2 2019 increase in Fire Protection Agreement
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Decisions / Agreements:
# Description
1 $1,400.00 so Ken Skalla can get the rear suspension of #909 fixed along with new tires.

2 Pay $9,098.79 for RFC #62 related to the Riva Ave. Project

3 Treasury report was approved

4












