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Meeting Minutes
Date & Time: Tuesday, April 14, 2015

Location: Colonial Oaks Firehouse

Facilitator: Commissioner Bowne

Scribe: Linda Nicholas

Meeting Objective: Monthly Meeting

Attendees: Status (Present / Absent)

Commissioner Edward Bowne Present

Commissioner Ryan Fenstermaker Absent

Commissioner Thomas Duffy Present

Commissioner Scott Miller Present

Commissioner David Wood Present

MINUTES / NOTES

Meeting called to order at 19:37 by Commissioner Bowne.

Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

Commissioner Bowne read the Open Public Meeting Act as follows:

THIS MEETING IS BEING HELD IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE REQUIREMENTS OF THE OPEN PUBLIC
MEETING ACT (L.1975, C.231) AND PURSUANT THERETO, A SCHEDULE OF REGULAR MEETINGS
WAS ADOPTED AT THE MEETING OF MARCH 10, 2015, WHICH SCHEDULE WAS FILED WITH THE
MUNICIPAL CLERK, PROVIDED TO THE HOME NEWS AND THE SENTINEL, AS WELL AS POSTED IN
THE MUNICIPAL BUILDING.

Commissioner Bowne indicated where the emergency exits are located.

Roll call was taken. Went right into the new truck purchase since the representative, John O’Keefe, was at the
meeting.

NEW TRUCK PURCHASE (reported by Commissioner Miller)
On March 12, 2015 the firehouse received the price package from Pierce. The contract was reviewed by
Richard Braslow, attorney and David Russell from the Fire and Safety. They resolved all concerns they had.
Richard Braslow requested a statement to be added to the contract indicating that if the truck was not delivered
by date purchased than we would charge back Fire and Safety $100 per day for each day it was not delivered.
The contract was signed this evening because Pierce has a price increase effective tomorrow. Our contract
price was good until 11:59pm tonight. Commissioner Miller read the document regarding the purchase of the
truck that was placed in the newspaper. This give the public a time to comment. Commissioner Bowne opened
it up to the floor for public comments about this purchase. All accepted the order for One Pierce Arrow Fire
Truck. The order form was signed by Commissioner Bowne. Commissioner Miller handed order to Pierce rep
and shook his hand. The chassis was prepaid. IT will take approximately 18 months to build.
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CORRESPONDENCE (reported by Commissioner Miller)

 They received the Lincoln Financial group Disclosure statement. It was given to Chris Gerbereux to
file.

 Vehicle registration for the 1994 Wagon was received and given to Ken Skalla.
 Permits for the April Wedding event were received – Christine Gerbereux to forward onto District #1

LOSAP (reported by Commissioner Duffy)
 Signed by 2 commissioners. The check is written and ready to go

INSURANCE (reported by Commissioner Duffy)
 Workman’s compensation is up for renewal. Commissioner Duffy got a quote where they can save up

to 17% from one company. He will report on this next month.
 Insurance with Bollinger is also up for renewal. Trucks are fixed price. Commissioner Duffy is happy

with them so we will most likely stay with them.
 Commissioner Miller asked when the new members are covered under regular insurance and it was

reported that they are covered immediately.

RIVA AVENUE PROJECT (reported by Commissioner Duffy)
 They did not have to go for a sprinkler system but they went for it. It was recommended that it be put

out for bid.

COMPUTERS (reported by Commissioner Wood)
 Had to put out $400 to renew website where all District #3 posts meeting minutes and other items of

interest. This renewal is good for 2 years.

PUBLIC PORTION

Chiefs Report – reported by Chief Michael Heilbronn
 See attached report regarding alarms for the month of March.
 Engine #901 Hearst Compartment was reconfigured. It will cost up to $900. They are using the same

company for this as they did for engine #905
 Reported 6-7 new members; there are 4 more coming in the next 2 months. The Chief requested new

name plates that just say the firehouse name for the back of their gear so it doesn’t look bare. Price per
plate is about $70. The chief is asking for 10 name plates. It was decided this will come out of the gear
budget (account #6312)

 The chief asked if anyone looked into the Cranford Coop yet for the new chief vehicle. He is hoping this
can be in place before either vehicle dies. He is hoping there will be a plan to present at next month’s
meeting. He wants to be proactive and not wait for a vehicle to fail.

Assistant Chief Report - reported by Kevin Umbach
 T4 Max camera (this is the older blue camera) the battery died. Price to get a new one purchased and

shipped is $123.65. This cost should come out of Equipment M&R.
 A new hose has to be purchased. The price for this is $4,100.
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 Tablet price went up since it was quoted last year. Cost is $19.74 over budgeted amount. The price is
$79.98 monthly. This does not include brackets. This still needs to be researched.

Engineer’s Report - reported by Ken Skalla (see attached and notes below)
 On March 27

th
the hoses were all tested. There were various fails. Those that failed are being

repaired.
 It was decided to hold off on any repairs on the Crown Victoria.

Rumors – reported by Jack Kramer
 People have been spreading rumors about him (Jack Kramer) and his damaging a fire company

vehicle. He doesn’t appreciate what has been said and if anyone has any issues, to please come to
him about it rather than behind his back.

Before Public portion was close the following purchases were voted on:
 Purchase of the Hearst Bracket for $900.00

 Additional $19.74 per tablet purchase

Commissioner Duffy made a motion to approve these purchases; Commissioner Miller seconded them. There
were no oppositions. They were so moved.

Public Portion closed at 20:17.

TREASURY REPORT - reported by Commissioner Wood (see notes below and attached)
 Last year we were over paid. Included in the disbursements is a check to pay the township back.

 Bank of America is dropping the fire house account under the State of New Jersey Deposit Protection
Act. A new bank has to be chosen by July 9

th
, 2015 when the current accounts will need to be closed.

Commissioner Wood and Christine Gerbereux, bookkeeper, like TD Bank. Chris is going to look and
see if they will take on their accounts. If not, they will have to go back to Provident. In total, 2 accounts

have to be moved. There was a question raised about an escrow account at TD bank – do they have
that option?

Beginning balance as of March 17, 2015 was $469,992.66
After disbursements the ending balance is $557,124.08
Please refer to the details in the attached document of all disbursements for the month.

Commissioner Duffy made a motion to accept the bills as read. Commissioner Miller seconded that motion.
There were no oppositions. It was so moved.

OLD BUSINESS:
 The Fire Protection Agreement was signed by Commissioners Miller and Bowne. It was also signed by

James Thigpen, Secretary and Michael Duffy, VP for the Brookview Volunteer Fire Company.

 The beneficiary forms have been updated. Companies changed which is why this happened.
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NEW BUSINESS:
 Financial Disclosure forms need to be completed by the Commissioners.

Meeting adjourned at 20:30.

# Action Item Lead
Resource

Target
Date

Priority Comments

1 Bids for Riva Ave Project Sprinkler
System have to go out

Commissioner
Duffy

ASAP

2 Someone to look into the Cranford
Coop

Commissioner
Miller

ASAP

3 New Bank decided upon Commissioner
Wood & C
Gerbereux

7/1/15

4 Commissioners have to complete the
Financial Disclosure forms

Commissioners ASAP

5

6

Items / Issues to Discuss at a Later Time (Parking Lot):
# Description
1 Cranford Coop / New Chief and Asst Chief vehicles

2

3

4

Decisions / Agreements:
# Description

1
Purchase agreement made with Pierce on new Fire Truck. Paperwork was signed and given to Pierce Rep.

2
See treasury report

3

4
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