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Meeting Minutes

Date & Time: Tuesday, September 8, 2015

Location: Colonial Oaks Firehouse

Facilitator: Commissioner Bowne

Scribe: Christine Gerbereux & Linda Nicholas

Meeting Objective: Monthly Meeting

Attendees: Status (Present / Absent)

Commissioner Edward Bowne Present

Commissioner Ryan Fenstermaker Absent

Commissioner Thomas Duffy Present

Commissioner Scott Miller Absent

Commissioner David Wood Present

MINUTES / NOTES

Meeting called to order at 19:35 by Commissioner Bowne.

Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

Commissioner Bowne read the Open Public Meeting Act as follows:

THIS MEETING IS BEING HELD IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE REQUIREMENTS OF THE OPEN
PUBLIC MEETING ACT (L.1975, C.231) AND PURSUANT THERETO, A SCHEDULE OF REGULAR
MEETINGS WAS ADOPTED AT THE MEETING OF MARCH 10, 2015, WHICH SCHEDULE WAS
FILED WITH THE MUNICIPAL CLERK, PROVIDED TO THE HOME NEWS AND THE SENTINEL, AS
WELL AS POSTED IN THE MUNICIPAL BUILDING.

Commissioner Bowne indicated where the emergency exits are located.

Roll call was taken.

CORRESPONDENCE (reported by Commissioner Wood)
 Received a letter from the Firefighter Equipment Company stating that they are no longer a Scott

Safety Products representative. We have to find another Scott representative. Ken Skalla was
already aware of this and has another vendor in mind that they could use.

 Received the hose testing documentation is all updated and completed and it was given to Ken
Skalla.

LOSAP
 Nothing to report.



THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF FIRE
DISTRICT NO. 3

TOWNSHIP OF EAST BRUNSWICK, NEW JERSEY
REGULAR MEETING

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

Minutes Page 2

INSURANCE (reported by Commissioner Duffy & Wood)
 Workman’s Compensation – the total audit cost was $22,916.00. Total estimate was $25.000.

Commissioner Duffy has to find out if we paid this in full ($25K) or if there is a balance that has to

be paid. He will be making a call about this to find out for sure.

 Commissioner Wood talked to the Chief from the North Brunswick Fire Company about damages
to equipment and gear. An insurance claim for the Chrome bumper on engine #902 was

submitted and a claim number has already been received. As for the equipment that was
damaged – Commissioner Duffy was told by North Brunswick to put together an itemized list of all
the equipment that was damaged as well as what gear from what trucks were damaged and

needs to be replaced. Include the estimated cost for all of it to be replaced. This list is being put
together by the Chief, Assistant Chief and the Engineer and given to Commissioner Duffy.

 Commissioner Wood would also like the five firefighters that were on the scene of the North
Brunswick Fire (those fire fighters that are getting their gear cleaned) to get physicals, lung
function test and blood work done either through their own insurance or through Access Health.

Commissioner Duffy made a motion to have the fire fighters get checked out and he will submit the
claims into the insurance company. All Commissioners agreed that their health is priority #1.

RIVA AVENUE PROJECT (reported by Commissioner Duffy)
 All documents received. Next step is to find out from Braslow what they need to do to keep this

moving forward.

COMPUTERS
 Nothing to report on this committee.

PROFFESIONALS REPORT (renamed at the request of Commissioner Bowne)

Commissioner Bowne suggested to move the Public Portion to the end of the meeting. All
Commissioners agreed.

Chiefs Report – reported by Commissioner Wood
 Chief absent from meeting this month.
 64 alarms for the month. Total of 177 alarms for the year. See attached report regarding details

for the month of August.

Assistant Chief Report - reported by Kevin Umbach
 Nothing to report

Engineer’s Report - Ken Skalla
 See attached list for the vehicle breakout for September
 Ken put together a list of unusable equipment. List is attached to meeting minutes. A resolution

has to be voted on and signed. A resolution needs to be put together to state that the equipment
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is either, obsolete, unrepairable and has little to no value and will be disposed of. This resolution
will be #13-15.

TREASURY REPORT (reported by Commissioner Wood)

 Chief’s Truck Update – Commissioner Wood received an email from the Chief about this recently.
Commissioner Wood talked to our council. There is nothing that we can do to purchase this in

2015. It is great that there is money set aside for future capital expenditures; however it has to be
in the budget specific for the purchase of a new chief vehicle. It is currently just a general
expense. The Chief thought perhaps we could do a one year lease purchase. Commissioner

Wood thought it would not be worth it to do it this year. It has to be entered as a separate line
item and budgeted as a $55,000 expense for the 2016 Fiscal budget. It cannot be ordered ahead

in case it is not approved. Commissioner Wood thinks we will get a better deal if we buy it
outright versus leasing it partially. Commissioner Bowne still doesn’t understand why they can’t
order a Fort Explorer. Commissioner Bowne has never heard any complaints about the current

vehicles not being sufficient for a Chief’s vehicle. It was decided they will make the decision on
what vehicle to be purchased in March of 2016.

 Commissioner Wood in the process of opening an account with the EMT store. Reason is
because he cannot find any vendors that are reliable. Still waiting on gear that was ordered back

in May. A pair of boots was ordered and they were the wrong type. Having an account here we
can guarantee we get the right equipment in a timely manner.

Beginning balance as of August 19, 2015 was $1,011,840.65

After payments/disbursements the ending balance as of September 8, 2015 is $990,619.74.

(See attached reports for the breakdowns)

We are still holding the check for Skylands because the helmets have not been received yet.

Commissioner Duffy made a motion to accept all payments/disbursements on the Treasury Report.
Commissioner Wood seconded the motion. It was so moved.

NEW BUSINESS:

 Two weeks from this Friday (Friday, 9/18/15) there is a Fire Commissioners Association meeting in
Wildwood at 9am. Commissioner Bowne will be attending.

OLD BUSINESS:

 Nothing to report

PUBLIC PORTION

 Nothing to report

Meeting adjourned at 20:10.
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# Action Item Lead
Resource

Target
Date

Priority Comments

1 Audit difference – is it owed to the
auditors or are we owed a credit

Commissioner
Duffy

By next
meeting

2 Itemized list of gear damaged or lost in
North Brunswick fire.

Chief Heilbronn ASAP Chief, Asst Chief and
Engineer putting together
this list to be presented to
Commissioner Duffy to be
passed on.

3 5 Firefighters at scene of North
Brunswick fire to get physicals

Commissioner
Wood

ASAP If they go through their
insurance company they
can get reimbursed.

4 Old equipment – Resolution agreed
upon to give to firehouse to rid of it as
they see fit

Ken Skalla

5 Open account with EMT store to
purchase equipment

Commissioner
Wood

6

Items / Issues to Discuss at a Later Time (Parking Lot):
# Description
1 Purchase of a new Chief Vehicle – March 2016

2 Riva Avenue Project – next steps

Decisions / Agreements:
# Description

1
Resolution #13-15 to remove unusable equipment

2
Physicals for all 5 firefighters at North Brunswick fire.



Alarms by Month:
Alarms for the Month 64 January: 12
Total Alarms for the Year 177 February: 13

March: 14
Average Manpower for the Month April: 16
Average Manpower for the Year May: 15

June: 16
July: 27

Type Of Alarm: Month: Year: August: 64
Mutual Aid / Stand-By: 50 99 September:

North Brunswick 45 63 October:
EB District 2 2 16 November:
EB District 1 2 13 December:
South Brunswick 2

Milltown 1

New Brunswick 1

Carteret 1

S River 1

Monroe 1 1

Active Fire Alarm: 8 32
Motor Vehicle Accident: 2 9
Odor/Sight of Smoke: 1 8
CO Alarm: 1 6
Open Burning: 5
Structure: 4
EMS/PD Assist: 4
CO Alarm: 1 4
Brush/Vegetation: 1 3
Vehicle: 1
Ice/Water Rescue: 1
Weather Stand-By: 1

Alarms by Day of the Week: Month: Year:
Sunday: 3 19
Monday: 9 21
Tuesday: 7 23
Wednesday: 14 33
Thursday: 8 22
Friday: 13 38
Saturday: 10 21

Alarms by Time of Day: Month: Year:
23:00 - 07:00 15 38
07:00 - 15:00 23 66
15:00 - 23:00 26 73

Brookview Volunteer Fire Company
Chief’s Report

August 2015
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