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Meeting Minutes

Date & Time: Tuesday, May 10, 2016

Location: Colonial Oaks Firehouse

Facilitator: Commissioner Bowne

Scribe: Linda Nicholas

Meeting Objective: Monthly Meeting

Attendees: Status (Present / Absent)

Commissioner Edward Bowne Present

Commissioner Thomas Duffy Present

Commissioner Ryan Fenstermaker Present (arrived @ 8:00pm)

Commissioner Scott Miller Present

Commissioner David Wood Present

MINUTES / NOTES

Meeting called to order at 7:38pm by Commissioner Bowne.

Pledge of Allegiance was recited by all.

Commissioner Bowne read the Open Public Meeting Act as follows:

THIS MEETING IS BEING HELD IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE REQUIREMENTS OF THE OPEN PUBLIC
MEETING ACT (L.1975, C.231) AND PURSUANT THERETO, A SCHEDULE OF REGULAR MEETINGS
WAS ADOPTED AT THE MEETING OF MARCH 8, 2016, WHICH SCHEDULE WAS FILED WITH THE
MUNICIPAL CLERK, PROVIDED TO THE HOME NEWS TRIBUNE AND THE SENTINEL, AS WELL AS
POSTED IN THE MUNICIPAL BUILDING.

Commissioner Bowne indicated where the emergency exits are located.

Roll call was taken.

SPECIAL GUESTS – FIRE OFFICIAL FOR DISTRICTS #1 & #3 – Bruce Smith & John Talbot
Mr. Smith handed the Commissioners a letter regarding their request to establish a separate bank account for
this fire district. This account would be to deposit funds they receive from residents regarding penalties paid
from inspections on residents homes. Mr. Talbot read the laws regarding such funds and how the monies
collected should be used. (They are to be put towards the firehouse’s equipment or training expenses). The
Commissioners agreed. This account has already been established at TD Bank. Chris Gerbereux has the
paperwork for the Commissioners to sign to finish the set up. She will deposit the penalty fee received which
was in the amount of $1,400.00 into this account when the documents are complete. This is a part of an
evergreen agreement.
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CORRESPONDENCE (reported by Commissioner Miller)

 Received new registration for the 1972 pick-up.

 Received a registration renewal notice for the 2004 Durango.

 Letter dated April 22, 2016 was received from Colonial Pipeline Co. regarding the easement at one of

the refined petroleum pipelines near the property. It was in regards to a survey they were conducting to
make sure the integrity of the pipeline is sound.

 Received a Memorandum from Attorney Richard Braslow regarding his Pay to Play law agreement
(vendor affirmation)

 Received a notice from Ally Bank regarding the new vehicle inventory of Mall Chevrolet in Cherry Hill
NJ where we are purchasing the new Tahoe for the Chief’s vehicle. Since we are not financing, the
vehicle, there is no action needed on this letter.

INSURANCE (reported by Commissioner Duffy)

 The payout to the Gschwend Family was received.

 A letter from Workman’s Comp was received and posted in the firehouse. There is paperwork that has
to be pulled together to send to them in order to get a 20% cost savings on this policy.

 An Accident / Sickness Renewal survey was received and will be completed by Commissioner Duffy for
the insurance renewal for next year.

 Commissioner Duffy is looking into new life insurance policies. He didn’t have the time to do this before

the current policies had to be renewed. He wants to see if he can get a better deal elsewhere.

 A new insurance card was received for vehicle #908

 Motor Vehicle Commission has been contacted about the registrations on the three new vehicles.

RIVA AVENUE PROJECT (reported by Commissioner Duffy)

 Ten contractors received the bid packages and all ten will be doing a walk through this Thursday, May
12

th
.

LOSAP (reported by Commissioner Fenstermaker)

 Waiting on paperwork from a few of the firehouse members.

PROFESSIONALS REPORT
Chiefs Report – reported by Chief Michael Heilbronn

 Total of 17 alarms for the month of April. This brings the total alarms for 2016 to be 54.
 See attached full report
 Chief reported that Colin Spezio passed his HAZMAT Test.
 Doug Bartlett & Colin Spezio have completed all the necessary tests and have passed them all.
 Tyler (last name?) dropped out of the Fire Academy class 2 weeks ago.
 Gabe Sadick also dropped out and resigned from the Fire Company.
 Commissioner Bowne reminded the Chief that these two gentlemen are financially responsible for these

courses now that they dropped out.

New Chief’s Vehicles – reported by Chief Michael Heilbronn
 Tahoe has been purchased and received. It is going in for lettering on May 23

rd
and then going over to

East Coast for the installation of the emergency lights and console.
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 Assistant Chief Umbach showed a sample of lettering to be detailed on the vehicle. Quote is
$2,600.00. There were no objections from the Commissioners of the design.

 Radios – Most radios are going into the new trucks. The only ones not going are those that are 20
years old and can no longer be fixed as the parts are no longer made.

 Assistant Chief Umbach researched Dual Band Radios (UHF/7/800). These radios can handle mutual
aid and sync up with the county system. To purchase 2 radios it would cost about $12,000.00.
Installation can be done by East Coast.

 The Commissioners wanted two quotes on these radios – one from Pinnacle Wireless and the other
from the company Jack Kramer recommended (M&W?)

 Cost is not to exceed $12,000.00
 Assistant Chief Umbach mentioned that no matter what, Pinnacle would do the programming. The

Count does their own programming. It is all under a state contract.
 It was also mentioned that Tactical could do both types of programming needed.
 Commissioner Wood checked to see if there were enough funds in the budget. He would like to take

this expense out of encumbered monies set aside for the radios (amount is $20,900.00 available)
 Once approved it will take 2 weeks for radios to come in once ordered. If done soon, it could fall in line

with the other items being installed on the vehicles.
 When vendor is decided, Chris Gerbereux will need their name for the purchase order.
 The two new Hurst Tools were ordered for the new truck.

Commissioner Duffy made a motion to spend up to $12,000 on two new radios and up to $5,500.00 for lettering
on both new vehicles. Commissioner Miller seconded the motion. All were in favor; it was so moved.

New Truck – reported by Commissioner Duffy
 Scheduled to be delivered in July.

Engineer’s Report – reported by Ken Skalla

 Ken mentioned that FailSafe offered a three year frozen contract for hose, ladder and pump testing on

all the vehicles.

 See attached report for vehicle details for the month of May.

A motion was made by Commissioner Miller to accept the 3 year contract made by FailSafe. (Need amount of 3
year contract) Commissioner Bowne seconded the motion. All were in favor; it was so moved.

An additional motion was made by Commissioner Miller to pay $700.00 (which was half of the original estimate)
to fix the brake lines. Commissioner Bowne seconded the motion. All were in favor; it was so moved.

PUBLIC PORTION
Jack Kramer from the Helmetta Fire Company asked if his firehouse could borrow two helmets until July so new
members had this equipment. Their shipment of new helmets was not due to arrive until July. Commissioner
Wood said they had 2 used helmets they could borrow until then. The board approved of this loan.

Public Portion closed.

TREASURY REPORT (reported by Commissioner Wood)
Beginning balance as of April 15, 2016 was $581,207.89.
After deposits of $138,337.29 balance at start of tonight is $657,262.36.

(See attached reports for the breakdown of payments/disbursements)
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All Commissioners signed the paperwork from TD Bank for the special account requested to be set up.
 Received a letter from Weiss & Company LLP listed the balance owed to the inter-local agreement.

 There is $1.9mil for the Riva Avenue Project. $500,000.00 has been drawn on this amount towards this
project as of 12/31/15.

 The original loan was for $2mil at an interest rate of 6%.

 Commissioner Wood confirmed that the balance remaining for this project is $1.5mil.

Commissioner Duffy made a motion to pay the bills. Commissioner Miller seconds the motion. All were in
favor. It was so moved.

Purchases from this meeting to be made with account numbers assigned.
 Encumbered Money for Radios – to purchase 2 dual band radios. Total not to exceed $12,000.00.

Vendor to be selected.

o Motioned by Commissioner Duffy, 2
nd

by Commissioner Miller. All were in favor; it was so
moved.

 Account #???? – Lettering on both new chief vehicles through East Coast. Total to not exceed
$5,500.00.

o Motioned by Commissioner Duffy, 2
nd

by Commissioner Miller. All were in favor; it was so

moved.

 Account#???? – 3 year contract for FailSafe to inspect all hose, ladders and brakes on all vehicles.
o Motioned by Commissioner Duffy, 2

nd
by Commissioner Miller. All were in favor; it was so

moved.

 Account#???? – Brake repair on Engine #906 from FailSafe at a cost of $700.00
o Motioned by Commissioner Duffy, 2

nd
by Commissioner Miller. All were in favor; it was so

moved.

AUDIT (reported by Commissioner Miller)
Received letter form Solitario and Tierney dated April 30, 2016 regarding the Annual Audit report completed on
December 31, 2015. It requested a resolution to be adopted and signed and an affidavit form to be signed and
notarized and returned. Letter and all accompanying documentation were read to the board. All
Commissioners signed and a roll call vote was taken. It was a unanimous vote of yes. The resolution was
adopted as #16-012. Linda will get document notarized and send off to the Local Finance Board as requested
in the letter.

OLD BUSINESS:

 Nothing to report.

NEW BUSINESS:

 Nothing to report.

Meeting adjourned at 20:50.
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# Action Item Lead Resource Target
Date

Priority Comments

1 Drop off paperwork at TD bank and
deposition check from inspection to
this new account

C Gerbereux ASAP Medium

2 Gather necessary paperwork to get a
20% savings on Workman’s Comp
policy

T Duffy ASAP High

3 Investigate new Life Insurance
Policies to see if we can get a better
deal

T Duffy ASAP Medium

4 Walk through at Riva Ave with 10
contractors

T Duffy 5/12/16

5 LOSAP paperwork needed from
remaining firehouse members

R Fenstermaker ASAP Med/High

6 Academy drop outs to reimburse
Firehouse for classes

M Heilbronn ASAP Med/High

7 New chief vehicles to go out for
lettering and radio installation

M Heilbronn & K
Umbach

ASAP High

8 Price quotes for 2 new dual band
radios

K Umbach ASAP High Price not to
exceed $12K

9 3yr Contract with FailSafe for vehicle
inspections was agreed

K Skalla ASAP High

10 Loan Helmetta Fire House 2 helmets
for their new members until their order
comes in

D Wood ASAP High Requested by J
Kramer

Items / Issues to Discuss at a Later Time (Parking Lot):
# Description
1 Vendor for dual band radios

2 New Life Insurance Policies

Decisions / Agreements:
# Description

1
The purchase of 2 new dual band radios – vendor TBD

2
Lettering on new chief vehicles from East Coast for $5,500

3
3 year contract with FailSafe for vehicle inspections

4
Accepted Audit Report and completed affidavit and Resolution #16-012

5



























RECORD OF VOTE OF THE COMMISSIONERS

Member Bowne Fenstermaker Duffy Miller Wood

Yes X X X X X

No

Absent

CERTIFICATION:

I, Scott Miller, Clerk of the Commissioners of Fire District No. 3 in the Township of East

Brunswick, County of Middlesex, hereby certify that the foregoing resolution was passed at the

regular meeting of the Commissioners held on May 10, 2016.

_________________________________________
Commissioner Scott Miller
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