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Meeting Minutes

Date & Time: Tuesday, March 21, 2017

Location: Colonial Oaks Firehouse

Facilitator: Commissioner Fenstermaker

Scribe: Linda Nicholas

Meeting Objective: Monthly Meeting

Attendees: Status (Present / Absent)

Commissioner Edward Bowne Absent

Commissioner Thomas Duffy Present

Commissioner Ryan Fenstermaker Absent

Commissioner Scott Miller Present

Commissioner David Wood Present

MINUTES / NOTES

Meeting called to order at 19:33 by Commissioner Duffy.

Pledge of Allegiance was recited by all.

Commissioner Duffy read the Open Public Meeting Act as follows:

THIS MEETING IS BEING HELD IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE REQUIREMENTS OF THE OPEN PUBLIC
MEETING ACT (L.1975, C.231) AND PURSUANT THERETO, A SCHEDULE OF REGULAR MEETINGS
WAS ADOPTED AT THE MEETING OF MARCH 8, 2016, WHICH SCHEDULE WAS FILED WITH THE
MUNICIPAL CLERK, PROVIDED TO THE HOME NEWS TRIBUNE AND THE SENTINEL, AS WELL AS
POSTED IN THE MUNICIPAL BUILDING.

Commissioner Duffy indicated where the emergency exits are located.

Roll call was taken.

REORGANIZATION (read by Commissioner Miller)
The Fire Commissioners nominated who would perform in what positions on the board for the year.
Commissioner Miller read the following:

 Chairman – Commissioner Edward Bowne was nominated by Commissioner Miller; it was seconded by
Commissioner Duffy

 Vice Chairman – Commissioner Ryan Fenstermaker was nominated by Commissioner Miller; it was
seconded by Commissioner Duffy

 Secretary – Commissioner Scott Miller was nominated by Commissioner Duffy; it was seconded by
Commissioner Wood

 Clerk – Commissioner Thomas Duffy was nominated by Commissioner Miller; it was seconded by
Commissioner Wood
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 Treasurer – Commissioner Dave Wood was nominated by Commissioner Miller; it was seconded by
Commissioner Duffy

All were in favor of the nominations; they were so elected.

Commissioner Bowne was absent and will read aloud the Oath of Allegiance at the next meeting he is in
attendance for. He was voted in to another term of being a Commissioner for Fire District #3.

Commissioner Miller read allowed eight (8) resolutions to which the board of Commissioners took a roll call vote
for each of them. All were passed by the Commissioners. Commissioner Scott Miller certified each of the roll
call votes. Resolutions and roll call votes are attached at the end of these minutes. The meeting continued with
the standard monthly agenda.

CORRESPONDENCE (reported by Commissioner Miller)
 Received letter from Mall Chevrolet about the Tahoe. It had a recall and has to be served to fix the

front air bags and the way they deploy. The letter was given to the engineer who in turn reviewed his
files. He confirmed that this recall has already been repaired. It was done somewhere other than Mall

Chevrolet where the truck was purchased.

 Received the new registration for the boat trailer – this was given to the engineer as well.

 Received a second notice for an annual local government survey – Commissioner Miller stated he will
take care of this request after the meeting.

INSURANCE (reported by Commissioner Duffy)

 All insurance matters are up to date.

 Commissioner Duffy reminded those in attendance that if anyone gets hurt to contact him so he can

received a claim number from the insurance company so they can take care of matters.

LOSAP (reported by Commissioner Miller)
 New documentation regarding the firefighters was presented to the Commissioner from the Assistant

Chiefs. Commissioner Miller will pass it along to Commissioner Fenstermaker who handles all matters

related to LOSAP and report back at the next meeting.

PUBLIC PORTION
Chiefs Report and other items – reported by Asst Chiefs Kevin Umbach & Mike Heilbronn

 There were 12 calls for the month of February bringing the total to date up to 28 alarms.

 Umbach also reported that there were already 15 alarms in March.

 Lieutenant Van Aulen is working on the OSHA injury report that was requested.

 Riva Ave & Church Lane will be closed completely next week for a period of a week for contractors to
work on the road. The roads will be completely unavailable to residents and fire trucks. New routes for
the neighboring roads have been mapped out in case the firefighters need to attend to an alarm in

those areas. There is some concern about accessing Darby Road as this road because it would need
to be accessed through the next town over. Asst Chief Umbach will let that district know of this

possibility.

 The new camera was ordered for #903 and will be installed within the next few weeks by Bullard. The
camera was actually more expensive than was originally expected.
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 Heilbronn inquired about what was left on the new truck budget. Commission Wood stated that the
Township overpaid us and we have to return money back to them. Will be discussed during Treasury
Report section.

 Heilbronn requested to purchase a few more pieces of equipment for the engines. They are 2 6-foot
hooks, 1 6-foot pile pole, 1 drywall hook. He has requested this come out of the hand tool budget for
this year. Requested approval to spend up to $500.00.

 Heilbronn also requested to purchase a new multi gas meter with the necessary hardware from Draëger
for the new rescue truck. He has requested this to come out of the fire hose budget. Approval
requested to spend up to $1,000.00 on this.

 Heilbronn also noted that they underspend when purchasing the Ice Rescue equipment. There is a net
of about $1,566.00 remaining. He was hoping this surplus could cover the overage spent on the
camera and flow coats. Commissioner Miller was concerned about requesting funds to purchase one
thing and then changing that original request and use it to pay for another. Commissioner Wood

confirmed that this can be done as long as the explanation of why the change and how it was moving
was presented on the floor during these meetings.

Commissioner Miller made a motion to purchase the hand tools listed above not to exceed $500.00.
Commissioner Wood seconded that motion. All were in favor; it was so moved.

Commissioner Miller also made a motion to purchase the gas meter not to exceed $1,000.00. Commissioner
Wood seconded that motion. All were in favor; it was so moved.

Engineers Report - reported by Ken Skalla
 SCBA batteries were changed out

 #902 getting compartments reconfigured – should be done soon

 #904 has a Ritt pack leak. Vendor is going to pick it up to look at it.

 Would like to take the siren out of the Crown Victoria and put it into Bronco since the siren is shot.
Commissioner Wood agreed to this. Jolly to strip Crown Vic before sale and then mount siren onto

Bronco. An estimate is requested to be obtained for this to be done.

 (refer to attach Engineers report for the remaining statuses on the vehicles)

Firefighter Training
Captain Phil Foglia who is also the Training officer reported that the live burn training that was supposed to
happen on March 11

th
has to be rescheduled.

COMMITTEES
RIVA Ave Project (reported by Commissioner Duffy

 The bathrooms have been ripped out of Riva Ave and there was a need to rent a Port-a-John for
the next 6 months while the building is being renovated. The fire house asked if the
Commissioners would pay for this. They stated yes, and that it would come out of the building
funds. A reimbursement request was submitted by the fire company for the month they paid.

Commissioners asked that someone from the fire house contact the Port-a-John facility to see if
they could send the invoice directly to them so they can pay it in the future. This will be paid

through the building funds budget.

 Additional paperwork was requested from the township about the building for the Engineering
department.

 Contractor, Architect and Commissioner Duffy have reviewed things.

 Architect completely understands what the fire company’s needs are in the building.
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 Builder reported that he was not happy with the mark out of the project. He is worried about other
things not being identified. The gas line was not marked from the back building. A price of
$5,036.32 was quoted to move line from back building. However there may be a generated placed

in this building. The builder had a radon check done which cost about $7,300.00 to complete.
Commissioner Duffy doesn’t think they need the property to be redone.

 The builder found a void in the buildings foundation which contained a bunch of water. He also
discovered windows in walls that had been covered up in the walls. Commissioner Duffy will be

getting together with the building committee to discuss these findings.

 Builders are also asking about drawings on how to support walls when redoing them. Our Attorney,
Architect and Commissioner Duffy all agree that it’s the builders’ responsibility to figure that out.

Commissioner Duffy made a motion to reimburse the fire company for the port-a-john. Commissioner Miller
seconded that motion. All were in favor; it was so moved.

TREASURY REPORT (reported by Commissioner Wood)
Commissioner Wood reported that we are in the middle of an audit. There was a list of things found by the
auditor that Commissioner Wood and Christine Gerbereux have to address right away. There were some
questions regarding the cost of Hearst equipment that was asked of the Chiefs in attendance. One of the
biggest concerns was with the overpayment of truck funds from the township. They paid out $640K and the
voters only approved $625K. The total owed to the township is $19,137.00

Also at the last meeting, a wrong quote for the scot packs were given. Asst Chief Umbach stated the new
official quote is $23,666.80.

Lastly, Commissioner Wood received a letter from Lou Neely regarding a missed payment on the building. We
defaulted on the March 1

st
payment. We will be paying it tonight. In the future, we don’t need to wait until a

meeting to process a check for this payment since it was already approved by the voters. Lou Neely requested
a policy be put in place so this doesn’t happen again. The Commissioners decided the policy would be that
they would pay things a month in advance of when it is due so this doesn’t happen again. Commissioner Wood
will let Lou Neely know of their policy. Commissioners Miller and Duffy agreed to this arrangement.
Commissioner Duffy to drop off late payment to Neely tomorrow after check is signed tonight.

Beginning balance in account as of 2/14/17 was $1,053,003.72. After disbursements tonight and deposits
balance is $830,004.88.

(See attached reports for the breakdown of payments/disbursements)

Commissioner Miller made a motion to pay the bills. Commissioner Wood seconded the motion. All were in
favor; it was so moved.

OLD BUSINESS:
 Received a letter from District #1 regard the Crown Victoria. They do not want it back and are OK with

the sale of it on GovDeals.com. There are a few things that will come off of this vehicle that are new
before it is posted. Commissioner Fenstermaker will handle the sale of this vehicle on GovDeals.com

NEW BUSINESS
 Engineer Ken Skalla and Captain Phil Foglia saw Rick Toomey working on the Crown Victoria last

week. Tonight when Commissioner Duffy arrived at the firehouse for the meeting he looked into the
Crown Victoria and saw the whole center console and radios were missing. The other Commissioners

were wondering how he might have gained access to the car and Assistant Chief Umbach questioned if
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he had a key fob or not. He also stated that there is a possibility that he had a master key for that type
of vehicle.

 Commissioner Duffy was also told that Rich Toomey was at the Riva Ave project while they were

working walking through the building looking for equipment.

 Commissioner Miller stated that he will try to get in touch with Rich Toomey to see what he says about
these accusations and the missing equipment and ask him to return all of it. If not he will report it to the
police.

Meeting adjourned at 21:18.

# Action Item Lead Resource Target
Date

Priority Comments

1 Commissioner Bowne to take the
Oath of Allegiance upon his next
meeting attendance.

Commissioner
Bowne

Next
meeting

high

2 Website to be updated with new
meeting information for the 2017-
2018 year

Linda Nicholas ASAP high

3 Local Government Survey to be
completed

Commissioner
Miller

ASAP medium

4 A review of the new LOSAP
paperwork needs to be completed

Commissioner
Fenstermaker

Next
meeting

medium

5 Work with the Fire Company to get
Port-a-john invoice to go directly to
the Commissioners

Commissioner
Duffy

Next
meeting

low

6 Complete audit requested
information

Commissioner
Wood

ASAP high

Items / Issues to Discuss at a Later Time (Parking Lot):
# Description
1 New LOSAP

2

Decisions / Agreements:
# Description

1
Purchase approved for new hand tools for engine #902 (outlined in minutes). Not to exceed $500.00.

2
Purchase approved for a new gas meter for engine #902. Not to exceed $1,000.00

3
Siren from the Crown Victoria to be moved to the Bronco.

4
Crown Victoria to be stripped of reusable equipment and then put up for sale on GovDeals.com
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Resolution # 001-17

Authorizing Appointment of Accountant
for the 2017-2018 Year

______________________________________________

WHEREAS, there exists a continuing need for certain auditing services to be provided to

the Commissioners of Fire District No. 3 in the Township of East Brunswick, County of

Middlesex, concerning various responsibilities undertaken by said Commissioners; and,

WHEREAS, the Commissioners are desirous of making an appointment to this position

as referenced above for the 2017-2018 year; and

WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq., provides that a

governing body may award a contract without public advertising for competitive bidding where

the nature of said contract is in the form of a professional service; and,

WHEREAS, the subject resolution providing for the awarding of this contract relative to

professional services, and the notice of award of said contract shall be made available for public

inspection; and,

WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i), provides that a

notice of the award of said contract be published in a newspaper, said advertisement stating the

nature, duration and amount of the contract.

NOW THEREFORE, be it RESOLVED by the Commissioners of Fire District No. 3 in

the Township of East Brunswick, County of Middlesex, as follows:

(1) Solitario & Tierney CPA’s PC is hereby appointed to provide accounting services

to the Commissioners. This appointment is made pursuant to the proposal as submitted and

attached hereto.

(2) This resolution and the notice of award of contract shall be available for public

inspection.
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Resolution # 003-17

Authorizing Appointment of Auditor
for the 2017-2018 Year

______________________________________________

WHEREAS, there exists a continuing need for certain auditing services to be provided to

the Commissioners of Fire District No. 3 in the Township of East Brunswick, County of

Middlesex, concerning various responsibilities undertaken by said Commissioners; and,

WHEREAS, the Commissioners are desirous of making an appointment to this position

as referenced above for the 2017-2018 year; and

WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq., provides that a

governing body may award a contract without public advertising for competitive bidding where

the nature of said contract is in the form of a professional service; and,

WHEREAS, the subject resolution providing for the awarding of this contract relative to

professional services, and the notice of award of said contract shall be made available for public

inspection; and,

WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i), provides that a

notice of the award of said contract be published in a newspaper, said advertisement stating the

nature, duration and amount of the contract.

NOW THEREFORE, be it RESOLVED by the Commissioners of Fire District No. 3 in

the Township of East Brunswick, County of Middlesex, as follows:

(1) Solitario & Tierney CPA’s PC is hereby appointed to provide auditing services to

the Commissioners together with assistance in preparation of the 2018 budget and for

establishment and maintenance of the necessary documentation consistent with the requirements

and the regulations of the Department of Community Affairs and with the New Jersey statutes.

This appointment is made pursuant to the proposal as submitted and attached hereto.

(2) This resolution and the notice of award of contract shall be available for public

inspection.































2016 LOSAP POINTS Max 50 Max 30 Max 20 Max 20 Max 15

Years of Service Fire Calls Training Meetings/Non-Fire Office Held Fire School Committees Truck Checks/ Extra Credit Total Points

Barry, J. 4 30 10 5 0 5 10 16 80

Bartlett, D. 1 30 30 20 0 0 0 12 93

Bevere, E. 1 40 20 10 0 5 0 8 84

Bowne, E. 46 20 10 10 0 0 15 8 109

Duffy, M. 46 50 30 20 25 0 15 19 205

Duffy, T. 35 50 20 20 0 0 15 18 158

Fenstermaker, R. 19 20 10 10 15 0 5 9 88

Foglia, P. 5 50 30 20 10 0 10 22 147

Heilbronn, M. 22 50 30 20 25 0 15 33 195

Henderson, T. 1 10 30 20 0 0 0 5 66

Herbst, R. 0 5 5 0 0 0 0 0 10

Hippeli, R. 37 50 30 20 10 0 10 23 180

Jones, C. 1 50 30 20 0 5 5 14 125

Keane, K. 27 10 30 20 0 0 15 17 119

Kramer, J. 11 20 10 10 15 0 5 12 83

Kuzma, G. 8 5 5 5 0 0 5 2 30

Kuzma, H. 7 5 5 5 0 0 5 8 35

Lasher, A. 9 10 10 10 0 0 0 11 50

Loeser, E. 0 20 20 10 0 0 0 10 60

Methner, D. 1 20 20 10 0 0 0 1 52

Miller, S. 26 40 30 20 0 0 10 10 136

Newman, B. 44 50 30 20 20 0 10 14 188

Newman, D. 6 40 20 5 5 0 5 24 105

Newman, R. 3 50 20 5 5 0 5 21 109

Paglia, I. 2 10 5 0 0 0 0 5 22

Pollard, A. 18 20 20 20 15 0 5 2 100

Romatowski, V. 44 10 30 20 15 20 5 11 155

Seidler, M. 12 10 30 20 0 0 5 19 96

Skalla, K. 4 50 30 20 10 0 5 29 148

Smith, J. 2 20 10 5 0 0 0 9 46

Sommer, R. 0 5 10 5 0 0 0 0 20

Spezio, C. 1 50 30 20 0 10 0 36 147

Thigpen, J. 38 50 30 20 15 0 15 20 188

Thigpen, S. 9 30 30 20 15 0 15 11 130

Thomas, L. 35 50 30 20 0 0 15 7 157

Thomas, M. 0 10 10 5 0 0 0 7 32

Umbach, K. 8 50 30 20 20 0 15 22 165

Van Aulen, T. 19 30 30 20 10 0 15 13 137

Van Liew, D. 47 40 20 10 0 0 10 11 138

Wood, D. 37 40 30 10 15 0 10 23 165

Members 40

100+ Points: 100% Contribution 23 58%

75-99 Points: 75% Contribution 6 15%

50-74 Points: 50% Contribution 3 8%

0-49 Points: No Contribution* 8 20%

* No contribution a result of either low points or not being eligible for the program due to age or time served
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